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HEMP – What is it other than a cousin 
of marijuana?

High-Altitude Electromagnetic Pulse 
(HEMP)



Recent Balloon Events

• U.S. releases photo of Chinese balloon captured by U-2 spy plane

• Here’s your first look at that Chinese spy balloon

• US tracked Chinese balloon from launch, may have accidentally 
drifted: Official

• ‘Large white balloon’ spotted northeast of Hawaii



If we don’t know what they are or who they 
belong to, can they be a threat?



Article cites “blue paper” done by USAF Officer



Take Away From Blue Paper?



What Can A Person Do?

• We have a country of 300 million plus people.
• If a relatively sophisticated HEMP is used on us much of the 

population would probably be dead within a year.
• Food
• Medications
• Potable Water

• How many people in this room depend on life-sustaining 
medications?

• How many people in this room depend on electricity to run a CPAP, 
keep the environment temperature and humidity controlled 24/7?



Prepare

• Ham radio is largely about preparation for disasters of all types, 
natural or man made.

• There are many resources available to help a person to make lists, lay 
in extra supplies, etc.

• How do you address your own part of critical infrastructure?

• Keep some gear in a Faraday cage
• Keep some gear in a Faraday bag



Prepare

• What else?

• Protect circuits and items that cannot be placed in a Farraday cage or 
bag

• Home
• Generator
• Vehicle



EMP Shield

• EMP Shield is the only product that I am aware of on the market that 
promises to provide that type of protection.

• I am not endorsing, selling or collecting any remuneration for this 
presentation.

• EMP Shield offers a line of, for lack of a better way of saying it, 
lightening/EMP arrestor/suppression, devices which they claim will 
handle all these things. 



EMP Shield



EMP Shield
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EMP Shield



EMP Shield – Stiff Old White Guys



EMP Shield

• Buyer beware.
• Big promises.
• Lots of marketing hype.
• Nobody other than sales can be coaxed onto the phone.
• Better than nothing?
• Some testing detail IS provided on the site.  MIL-SPEC 

certification being one.
• Should we have it on any of the Club gear?
• Should we personally invest in it for our own homes?



• Questions?

• Comments?

• Criticism?

• Objective analysis?
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